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notii I'vablr aija tm K??blr i-T̂ at̂ i oc^^upy a very proati^iit 

''v^,;.^^j^lace jUi the s o c i a l aiiti rcllirioua ' i latory of Itt:i:ia» Put ns ta 

•U« assc oi taauy ot-lXT rellpiioaa ayateaa t'lerc' sec as to be 

wuch leaa c l ^ s r l t y witn refnrd to e i t h e r Kfibir»a IHe axid 

thought or to tS¥> ciaerfreijcse axiyi dev©lOijraeat oi try ^aiith. As 

a lorf^ pĵ fft of i t is clouded with coatroverales nml fsijclful 

s t o r i e a , lio h i s t o r i c a l tiBBeaBimat rmd eva lua t loa cna be taadc 

ualess i n c t la separnted Irota f i c t i o n . I t Is k i tc rea t laF thfit 

ijaopite of so much uneertrsinty with reparcl tx> thft enrlieif 

(IcvclOEsaeat of t̂ K̂  -path nliaoat aU. of IV. bmiochipa rv-̂ l8-£p 

thetaaelv^a for t h e i r orlfflu to aiiy of t^^ d lac ip les of K^hlr, 

who, BC^ov<)Uif to t !wlr ti'wlltioiiffl accouatii, hac"! ©ai.-':tMislif?d 

thPi r tarnxKJhefl most oftcii uiader d i r e c t l as t fuc t ioa froa dnblr 

h imse l l • 

ixi the i>re.aet;xt trw^uis, hoyever, aa atte'tapt hna beea saade. 

to c iear l i 'y moat oi th«̂  problfieaa by at^Ltlug naUie cnociut ly the 

t r a l f lugs put by In ter fnbrieatloi*B. The toionaatlou -ibout the 

p2?esettt coiidit ioa oi the vnrioua centres of the ?oath Imvc; beeo 

PlathRred by ray pcraounl e f forui ta^l I have utilissed f t viith tauch 

care nirl cau t lou , fteaidee, aa cxteasive uae of thf? QoawsipovHTy 

l i t e r a t u r e oa the sub.^ect has beea made, Latr^r aud even modem 

oources have also been utll lsaed, But 1 have tilled to draw my ovu 

coaclualoaa in deollap \#ith almoat n i l thf> problPms coiie<n?*nDd, 

la the f i r s t chsptBi? I hnvc t r t ed to pt?raent ss c l e a r and 

complete picture of the l i f e anr! t-snchlxirs of Kablr, Hia t ie mo 

hnve been woriis&d out In dct^ill so thnt thc»y iiwy be Tpt/̂ 'f comp»?>-r; 

v i t h thoa© of hla folloviers, h almlln? ntt^mpt hna brea ni-̂ df? 



In the- 3C><?oxid ch-^pttr to o t e r l l y as to what would hme bcea the 

lump suia tiiae oi th(f̂  Ofaerpeiir^f of the FRuth, T}>e coijcluaioa ol 

thE" wholi? discusoioa Is lh?jt Knhlr was peraoanUy not r^opoiisib^e 

for I t s orlp'lii but i t vnc nny oiiD ol" iile dlaelplG-a (perhr^pa 

e l t h p r PhsiMmd?is or Sutrst Gopnl) \*ho would bnvc a t f i r s t i'ouacfe>d 

I t soGiOtlGaer, l a the aeveutecath c^^atu^'y ^ . P , , x-̂ hleh dcv.-^loped 

la thp eirhte-eiith ceatur^r oavprr'D hjavltu? beea divlclod into 

various brRoehoa, T!IP Thli?d ^Thf^ptrr den la with t t e orlpUi 

ood deve leprae a t of Vie tiwo mala dlvlssloaa of tl^^ raath, i . e . , 

the r^bl r f?haur« (T^naRfRe) nad the ^hat t lupsrh ( la the '^eatrsl 

Provtijceo), which sees vo Imvc beeu i»he e n r i l c o t hrrMnctma of I t , 

lift t h i s chapter I hnvfe or fed to pre s e a t n cict«iil6d iiiator^/ of 

both the seetlooa alo*if with tbc Ir pt?eaeat co.id i.tio*i, .»iiallnrly, 

t ^ fourth chapter la devots-d to the c r l ^L i nac dê vr lopaeat oi 

mafly other imyeudeiiv aud Itidepoijdeat ceatrca oi the Pnath, i^oat 

of t^m aeem to be aSauly the brnaches of e i t h e r ol two aforeanld 

sc-ctioaa hut e t l l l tiT»:-rf- ave aotae which are .^llef^d to hnve 

eatabl labed lariei>eadeatly. The well kaowa bTnins^iro fittflchcd to 

the Kabir ThRura softtSoa nv^ tiV' Trihar Ttivn (Shivr.pur), Mfijrhnr 

(r.orotUiipur), Kabir ^aph (Prw*?^, ^llnhsbad) ctf», Slmllnrly, the? 

braachiis whl(?h nvp an id to be r«!! lnt©d to thp» ''hnttlap-nrh sec t l ca 

nvp thr Daawkherra, Mnirlf^ln, Kswardhn, Kudnnaal, ^amlal, ctn. The 

braaehes whleh have aow detached thp i r 3?©!Q^loaa i roa thP f>forr-

flsld ace t ioa nr^ aalti to b© thP 'n t teear , Kablr l^ira^yo Mnadlr 

(i^urh?mpar), Knbir '̂ hfjur?) ( Je id lahpur l ) , KBhir 'fath (lukshlralpur 

Baghleha, Rusra, Diatt.'Hnrbhnapa) et^, ^rnac'r:'0 whi^h r?w arsid 

t o hnvr or i f t aa l ly esLabliahed aa facte»x^adeat oja&e ore the 

nh?»ktahi ot Dhaarmti ( T i s t t , l iarsa) , Fatuhn ( l a^ t , vnuio), 

"idupur ( P i a t t , Musafinrpur), Vacnaa Vriaah (^^UBrci), Ach^ryn 
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Gaddhl (inr?5vy»^, J??uapur) e t f , I naw- wlxr'ndy (k ct?r Jx-̂ d t^» i r 

l u l l i l s t o w ^loa? with thPlt? pt̂ : sr-iit cOi^Mtioii, 

^Dif!c)a, t?if̂  i i i ' t h r^li'̂ pt/?'?' d^^nls ^it?) thf:- LiS11 t u t l o u n I 

atru^tu"^? ')iK3 pr'nif»t!'?ps of t!"*̂  v a r i o u s cf 'a t^-o of t'K' "^iitii, 

l a t h l a f^-rvit/'T* T nnvr df ;-Crihcd lii ir?cviil V r î v";••;/•[:..; of t ' l e i ? 

jafiu'ipetaeiit., e e o u ' ^ i e rr^sour^f^s siio lii'v<-otTar-:.i -•'oar \-?Hn t^r-if 

custoiaa tng:l cereiBoair! Ja , siode o i l l v l i i p , di^r-aa nik'̂  d 1-)IJxiC-^ive 

mnrtis, etsf» But the a i x t h eh-'^pte*^ i.:? s l l p h t l y norr- elobarritFid 

t h a a o t h e r s , ^^hk?h i s devoted t o n corapnrRtiv-"- sLifv oi V:IG 

tf-?*ehlafs fUic^. ideas of the vrjrious ceutr^ea oI t̂ K' -'niith, lii t h i a 

'?outfi3rt i t raay be borim iu taiiid tf iat i a vic;y oi t h e i r itiefiloFy 

jucid d e v o t i o u a l ase«^hod, M11 o l th^^a say be bi'oocjly dlxrid€-d luv.^ 

tvjo seetiojtis . <^ije, rfjprr, seuVid by tm brr-iiciics i v t n f ' d t o t i » 

f^'hattlefsrh a e c t i o u -'tloiiR ul ts i tbo '^.Bccmrytx Achnryr^ rT^tdci of 

Jfluapur niMJ '̂a«»ha*i Vaiiah o l Rucro; HJ^ tl"*̂  o t i ' r r , rs:--/'X'acated 

by the Knbl^ f?haurn I t s saff l l ie t^-d bfaurly^'S nloaP ':}IU) UY Fntun?-

f*.iid '^torbaapur. I t Ej«y '^loo be bor**? la mliifl t h o t V.r- io^^y;;^ ia 

aoiT' r l t u ^ ^ l i a t i c fmd co»^ervnwivc= th«ui t-r:' I-^tt/^"' Ux t^r o p i r l t u r ! 

v l a v s do^Jii t o oeeu ln r H l ' o , I bi?3ve, Wy^x^lo'i^'^ trif-* .̂ t o aorjcas 

Euad exi'filua-i;fj Vse i r Ideas ii^ tfr? ' li?ht o l tho;;e oi" " n b l ? , •--^vvath 

c h a p t e r ia t a n t o l :iosacie aud soiif? 1 us loiis l a ijihjfh ^ hnv*'; ti*ir?d 

t o judF'£ fiiiid evrlu.';w> o i l th^ aystetacs o l tlic v-riouG 3«;'CtloiiS 

o r t t e r a a t h Jii the l i r? i t of ?:?»blr»a l i f e nari t/^:^^'?'iii^c, 'feniiw'il!'; 

I hnvsn ti?i£'d to €̂ TrpT?5.Ui vh*̂  thf- i>blr r-'^iith, 1 iiSE? ra^ii^r otiifi-r 

rc- ' l ifious ayatPtri^jbefnii %'ith libcKi">li3a nm} 'oina aixbac •.uiy.utly 

aboorbc-d in r l t o a l i s a , I t e rnoat Iraports-iiit r? ?-',aou, wii^h se€?3£3 to 

cs€), la tha't, they t r i e d t o loifG* e rirouj^ Oi the if owu d l a t i u ^ t i'-x>i:; 

o t h e r a , vihieh u a t u r a l l y \JOulci hnvc led t̂ HDia t o rf^m n O.L'.̂ fHr-'-û  

irnBieworii o i tl^iclr owa. 

file:///JOulci
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^ t h Ssbir aiid th€» Ksblr P»atn oeffupy m '»«?rv 

pnMhmat ploee In t*T© aewlal aiidl r^ l l f loua h is tory of 

Ictf51a« T ût thp s ca rc i t y of aattieutle aad TOllafeliP 

o r l f l u a l a a t o r l a l about Krjblr'e l i fe ajud tJ\ouf,nt aad the 

etaerfeiioe aud developaeat of Uw pjuitn lo a frt»®t 

d U i l e u l t y iu the hSatoiTlertI (^ei^aasaeut of yie so l lg ious 

f4£id c u l t u r a l ro l s of ttw Paatn* iMor tuos te Ir/ tliEi 

coutroversJes about theo »re a»figr aad ttitr: data to a e t t l s 

them la t a i i t a l l x l i ^ la I t e meagrejjsaa, Oiider auoh 

<s Ire urns taiioe0y Oiac; has to proei^ed wi-t̂ 'i ^ rea t onutiou Itt 

r«»ooii8truQtlug t ^ d&tails of t h i s moimiaeat« la the* 

p r o q ^ t t h e s i s , however^ aa .«JttG©pt hfm hecn anao to 

aeparf>te'-'5^, pnslo from t.* '̂ ehnff aiirt r^ lv oa tbp faflterlnl 

whleh Ofia ataiid't^Jf' t ^ a t of h l a t o r l e a l aemxtiay. The 

lafor«aatlou nbout thp prf'aoat r»oadltloa of the various 

freutreo of the ?aath -haa beea f'-^t.'^t'ed bv my persoual 

Gfforta ftod I hnvf u t i l i s e d i t with aueh ORT*? fta«1 oau t loa , 

' ^?a i^ '3 , au eirteuBlve uae of the coutempor^ry l l tcmt-ure 

Ott thP subjec t hao been raarif*. Inwv nml evea moaera 

sources hav© be©a o r l t l o a l l y exatalaed before uslaf? iAwim 

ia TE^oo^iStruetlas » picture of VKt iaaUi. I haw» t r i e d 

to drnw E^ ovia eoaelualoas la deallu^ yith almost n i l 

Vrm problecas coaaeeted with Kablr aad liis Paatn, 



1% vould be uograteliil if I do ijat pay s^ 

heart teat revereuee to a l l thoae ^Uibirpsjattil Hahaat® 

ana aadhua especially Curu ^oritdas io£ the> l̂ :iibir 

Chaurs) ai*i Mawsoorul laq (^ie pj^eaeat Gaddl iiaaaii* of 

t i ^ Muhacaaedau anrlcie a t M&fhai*} who have gr© fitly 

Jielped PC ia obtaialog ioCorstatiotia about vftrloua 

aat tera df the Paath, s ia i ler ly^ t should be !iifhly 

KX«tofuI to ProleQsor Khaliq .̂ braad liizaai, a? tm<;her, 

for the i;i£ipiretio£i ©jtid fuirlause 1 t«©e€lved tvcm ?iJm. 

I am alao tl)!^a^ul to FTofeasor Ir iaa HtibAb mudoT Mhoae 

•upervlaloa I uao f i r s t l y f^ivea noA vho hel()@d fs^ v&wsh 

la the i a l t i a l stn^oo. Fionlly, I would liiso to eTt&ud 

my thaaks to a l l Urn eiembeps of our ^pi^rtiaeat I^*K> 

al'^ays prowd to b@ helpful to sis• 
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Kabir MBS h gseet, ohacapSou of Uic Btiaictl sHavGoteiit, 

Bij/d ihere iore tie oocoptoa mi importaut place la Urn 

aoe la l &M selij^lous riiau>ry of ttiB period* lorded, h@ 

v>fia the Oiily e^ l a t of U>& 'Bhaicti Harga* who iaot oiily 

gnvo a ijiBv Iffipetuo î uad ovSeatsitiou to tbe Ph»kt.i tlioufht* 

t t e e l f but. nlflO tciflu^aeed ©¥©» the eat l r t i gamut of the 

r©llflou0 thought aiid behnvlour of thp eoat^apornry 

IxKllaa noeietgr. lis grcniMQt <!toatPlbutioa wsa t h s t h(5̂  

t r i e d to enptui?p tne a p l r i t of fill i^pUjfrloaa, 7h© 

taotlvntlou of a l l of hla a p l r l t u n l n® ^ I J i%a j ^eu ln r 

vlewa wns ooi^lltloijed by tt#o fujadaaeiital cfefeets of tfie 

eoutempofntry soele ty t formallaia of x^llffloa aar̂  r i g id 

e laaa l f Icat lou ot aoeSety, Kabir t r l ed^ on. Vw om 

haod, to fossa a e l aas leas societgr fMM3, oja the o t . « r , to 

populorlso a alsiple r ^ l lg lou b&aed oa p^rmouf^l expevi^aec. 

I t l0 a lga l f loaa t t h a t aliaoat a l l the Ideaa 

enunciated by Knblr had aineacfy beau mpm&oatfid^ BOd 

Mere BIBO being repcteaeutad during h i s l i f e t l o e , by a 

aumber of r e l i g ious immlmTB and reforoiera, m iixiow 

t h a t tha aya t l c s of Urn Wujudl toought wera nXao trylui; 



to popularlas© the 1^» of HL-idu r^aslJ© uiii%% Besides, 

the aaliits oi the i^hattarl J l l s i l a h ae©© to have ^Kelped 

thoroughly thĉ  growth of l lberol Idkjoa mmim ^^ mmm&Qm 

H Is seld tha i ttry aot ouly maiatnl;*»c! i'rieadly Sf)la-

tiOiiA v l t^ the niiidue but nlao t r ied to h^ fcHilllar with 

tbBlr £101 If Sous thought m l̂ pmetteea, ?!oreover, the 

HahaAftvis are also aald to hnve feeeo woritli^ ou the sr«a© 

ll£NÊ 8« Bttt evca frrntjr?*' ooatrlbutlott was m̂ t̂le h^r the 

Muslim oystles ia V\^ rrow^h of th© oa l tu t^ l syiithesio 

I la X&dla. I t hna r lpht ly be©a obeerved Ijy p^of •'̂ f»blb 

that Urn wouttda onde by- thtet Muslim Wfir?l0rs In t»^ body 

of lodlau iioeiety was tieolud up by tJtm T^usllm oyaties.* 

1 Abdul QucMue OfmRoM (la hl» Matthtubat. p. ^CS) 

^ For deta i ls of I t , oce tbe ar t ic le of i^rof. K.A, 
mzasily The ^hai^tegi Jaiuts aaĉ . tog Ig att i tude 
u>wa3?da Bie State (k . i . , , ^ t , ^ X9S0), 

S 3ee, Prof. !«iblb*8 ar t ic le pub, la The Musi to 
Oaliy^>ralty Toura&U l?^ l . I t la %i©ii iSiO"WK» thnt 
<m8A '̂AlbM Â& i i la ta la la i r the pol i t ica l orffaai* 
satlofi oa the baa la of Iranian ooiieept by ©mbraelu); 
the Idea of the dlffejfei»e betweea tht Turks nm:\ 
the lion-Turka, Shaikh Far Id had le f t thp ddor of 
hla iftBaa*8t Knaon op&oed for a l l without ûoy 
ooos ideratlon for ••esta and oracd. 
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Thft sel i i ioua sad oaltuvfiX fulX beti^eea thr̂  'Hindus Mid 

the Musliaa vae, i& fae t , brldi?ed by the eli 'orta of th© 

Sufis w ô t r ied to wla owi? W? heart of the people by 

B^4&)sBalxm tht feollog of hnraony nod Kood %ilU betiiN^ea 

ttl0Bl« 

Ou the othsr hand, hoi^trer^ (m the hmiB of 

oertaln evideiiees provided by P*H« Chaturvedl I t may 

be aasuaod t̂ ^mt a dootrluB aliailar to ^ a t of^voomd 

about thOiKi^Mv. vso simaltaciaouiily be log {HPOpagated ia 

aaay parta of the oousttry* He daolai^a that tu thi& 

extreae Ka@t of ^ u t a l , there ware taajoy au r̂ii *?reQO£it&adi 

Sadhua * a t that tiiae vho, baof̂ uae of thei r hitvl^ a 

otirloua oompouod of the idaaa froa Hoallm qyatlola&i toad 

vaSahcuiviMi, vera kuoyux na axtr^^ordlxmry parsooalitlea 

and vara tanaed aa *^aul'. Also, there vaa another 

group of ^aSshnava Sehajyaa who, by explaiaini nod 

I Aaear flaaaa la hia tllwa.|d£ulJP.i^ill (f, 94 b«) 
aarratea a very tatisreetlxig aveatt A Muaalaaa one. 
day brought a eer ta la Hludu, to Shaikh Sleantiddla axid 
latrodueed hisi as hla brother, n^ bali^ aaised 
whether the Hiodu^ «̂aa l^iolliiad towards lalaui, the 
Mutiilto replied that t he hoped that Uie Auguat loon 
of the Shaikh might riave dealred axfeot oa him, iiOM 
the 4>halkh*s retaark was that ^Uiaae people u l l l 
hardly yield to force or perauattoa. ouly a aytapaUie. 
t l o latereourae might luollcie them to Islam.*' 

? Praahu Ram Chaturvedl, Uttarl Bharat Kl sea t Praapara. 
p p . S?>0-?*f>l. ' ' *̂  • 
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elabora t ing ttw t^VGk o£ •iJahaj % luere t^im to popular Use 

i% ou a larp^ s c a l e , I-ater ou la th® aor th «lao a froap 

o£ « » nraisrmava bakta* (devot^ea) iaiowa as •Puaeh 

^akha* had appeared uho, i^pl t@ oX h a v i ^ beeiĉ  uiaaer 

the Impset of Puddhlsm, mm tryiiif to popularise Ideaa 

agalxiSt a l l s o r t s o£ r l t a a l l a a omr! oaate^aystata as v e i l , 

slxallar teodeasl^a could be isotieed Avrnhm i& Ja lu iaa 

alao durlair the aao© t l a e . There were tws r e l lp i eua 

reforrora aaoed lauoka Shah (b . 1415 A . B , ) aad Taraa 

3vsmi ( b , 144lR^.llR A.P.) who, although orlr l i i f l l ly 

at tsohed with •Ohwaltanbar Gatapradn^a' aad Tiii^yuabar 

:Jaaiprad»ya • of 7alaiaa reapeot lve ly , t r t e d to popular Is® 

ideas apfilust the ''Oijoerver-tlve t*iL*kliig nar! r l t o a l l s t l ? 

obaervaaoeo not ouly of JaUilam but iil̂ iO of flladulata aî d 

Islam, pu t t lo r both of tlica la a aixterle oa te ro iT . 

KastMlr too #xp0rieat»ed the; sas^ teadDjaoy, wher^ Shaikh 

Htxruddiii, ft eoutetaporary of ; ^ b i r , la aa Id to hnve beaa 

preaehlias during tlioee days a r e l i g i o n baced on s l n e e r l t y 

I For d e t a i l s of t l ie l r Uvea and teaohLi^gat 3ee the 
account provided IQT praahu llaa, op , o l t » . pp, 
P5?*-fT3 and ^T^^r^VA. I t la s©laWa"^^lff l t h a t the 
r a d i c a l vlewa cmiCM*lot&d by Lunkashah fiiot aoon n 
def in i te ahape end h is followers divided v 1thIn n 
oentury Into t h i r t e e n branel^ies out of which a t l e a s t 
four are s t i l l a l ive In &(xm yay or t^ o the r , 
Besides. Taran Staami is snlrl to have been the author 
of fourteen books whirfh hnv© now been published by 
the t i t l e of VAdhyatiavanl* (i#o«f o p i r l t u n l v o i c e ) . 
They are taostly i!« Utfed to oatero of .Trilnlsm, but 
the c e n t r a l Idea of theia a l l i s the propnpf^tion of 
kindness and humanity which are t a ^ n ia to acf*ount 
as th?̂  l l f h t of kaowledpe and aa the Trri rar̂ piie of 
s a lva t l ou , ' i s followers '3re snld to bo a t lTl foui*3 
IA the ' ^ n t r n l Proviuoes, V,i\ and nf>,^nathan. 



aud puriter of liesrt fey TOjeetiaj* rltualiasi aad emi^ -

dlstio^itioaa, Fie vaa very popular ther® »ijd wr*a 
1 

fe£ie2*a11y ktaova as IJâ od Rishl* 

T^alcSes, ew îa ia Sablr'a owa e t re le hiQ fellow. 

tra'vellera (like n@la, r lpa, llaiaas mxi T^hamia) under 

Hsaaaaaada (vho htoactjT lo an id to have l©i't t ^ t r s d l . 

tioiial ''^olahaavg G<?hool of Htitimm!iB simply becfiuac of 

some r i f id prncttces pftrfonaed la I t ) rnlaed t'«»ir 

volee for breakiai? dova th© barrlera of eectarlaa 

diliereaoes mad rncia l dlstlci«*tlojia mid deotcuaced the 

f02^ces of rituaHQQ. oloee tHey wers £iOt syst^matleally 

eduesuJd aud also did not fnvour the t radi t loual 

eduoatloiial ayatesa, I t la quite uatural t^&% Vysis 

ideas tooii aa Ideutleal course* I t is latere a t Log to 

ioote tha t nl^iough a l l of thea diaapproved proup-forsiatlOA, 

aeparatE! irroups or oeeta VBve forced nfter each of them 

la future l i t e Salii Psath, Pipe Faath, Raldas Ofiaprfidaya 

©t«s. 

X For de ta i l s of his l i fe aad tsaohlxiis, see Ibid, , 
pp. ?»55«l!7. 

^ See the i r verses eoatainsd in the Adi firaath Maeauliffe 
has Qolleetively reproduced them a l l b^^ld^ deallafr 
%fith the lives BOA ^lou^ht of these s a l a t s , 3ee^ 
The Sikh Hellglou, Vol, VI, po, 106 • I?'*'", 



CHAPTKit • I 

Ao la the enoe o£ mmx^ otDer relifloito teac^iers 

»iul 7«roxiv»r8, tlKs lUe and teaonl^o o£ Knblv eniiuot 

be hltftorSoally aascsaed euid evaluot/^d uuleas fnet is 

a«part««tB4 fvora f tettou îbd tlie traff ixî a put hf InXev 

fabrlf!Rtloii0 Btf* eowlully eet melde, tlOklortimftteiv Vie 

eotitrovei» lea about his l i fe ere (aâ y m^ the data to 

set t le thea is ta&tallsiuf la Ita wBn(^§TeyRQB, Uoxler aueh 

eiraunstauoee OKie haa to p3?oeê Gd with gti^at eautlou hi. 

reeouatruotla^ the clex.alle o£ hSa lUe aud t@aehlxAfa« 

It haa beau geuarally aoeeptsd, osi trie baa to of 

the aoeou&t produced by the Kabirpaiithia, that ûablr viaa 

bosb lb I39B A.D. axid dted la 1518 A.P, havlag approxlaa-

tftly attekifid au age of 120 year««^ But aoaie of the 

1 Aeoosdixiir to a oouplet attrlbated to Dharamdaa. Kablr 
has bon^ ou t̂ ooday, the day of the ful l aooa, m the 
flwnth of Jiith. 1466 of the VilcsmBaditye era. whleh 
eorreapood^ no VS9P A.P. Thla Is aeeepted by Maeauliffe, 
The Sikh Rellglott. Vol, VI, p, !?>??. With regard to the 
UkU 6f Via mk^l the Kabirpatithi aoeoimt plaeea i t %u 
15IP A.I*., ae la narrated by Tare Chaod̂  laflueuee of 
la Ian O»A ladiao Cultupe, p. 146. — — 

Haeauliffe speaks of nis are as 119 years, 5 aobths 
mid P7 daye, Geo, op, e i t , . p. 1^9, 
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1 
aodeztb echo loirs do liot aeeept t h io . T̂h© cmly fact 

whleh le nee«pt©d bjr a l l Is trmt fo»bir flourished 

durliif th© f Iftaeath eeutucy. The 2?pat. to s l l eoatro

ve re l e i afid apeculativc^ lu the <9h3®i«ee o£ solid hl£itorl. 

ca l JCfiete. 

Mfioy tiifitoria^e hold UIBV Kiiblr VIBB borci iu a 

Hualia Isi&ily, vhl]^ oVmvB Btaise a aore eautious s t a t e , 

sea t aftid say that oe vas brouf^ht up In a Muslia family, 

lu VoB i'abrloated aeoouato of ttia Kablrpa&th he is 

origluelly rolatsd to e vidov Bvahmi&i* I t is iutsras. 

t ing that even iX ^m aeospt iim suf^astiou fouud In the 

I For deta i l s of i t . see . ^ s t e e t t . Kabir and the Kabir-
paath, p . 9% Keay, Kabir attd his fAllfty*^. pp> ^J^K 

P iBtivixm aside the long legendary story as to vfty 
Raaanmida iaw» tHe blessinfts to Vw vidov ai^ hov 
Kabir vas bora, thrown awsy antJ adopted by Heeru 
Jalaha ( as I t is deseribed 1^ tamE^ historiaxis }. 
attention ni^ be dra%iu to eertain Interestinff points 
regarding the unsuoosssful attectpt of proving hid a 
Brahoant ConslderSni; i t improper that the ehild in 
the pveaeugie of both husband and v»ife was t̂ iirown avny, 
he is said to have been titm ioaue of a widow Brahmini, 
But s t i l l t ^ r e was the problem of the prestige of the 
yiMou Brahmini and of ^heir sp i r i tua l Isacter Kabir 
himself, whloh was rsooved by anothier t radi t ion of 
Remananaaa * blosalng* 1 ^ o^ier hypothesis that trie 
ehild sprang up from tiys palm oi his mother î as t̂ io 
next step to oaintain thei r ehasti i^* Vlhat is more 
Interesting is that even t^his hypotiwtioal ovent is 
sought to be eonoeived of nnoth€>r hypothec i s . and t^at 
is the explanation of the word 'Kabir* by whioh i t 
l i es as Sar • b l r or •3ero» (bir) of the hand ( i^ r ; . 
Mid the foot is I s f t BBixSa a l t o ^ t h e r that the nsse 
Kabir was not so much unusual during those Anyu as 
the legends oeeca to indleotG* l^ shal l subsecuently 
sec "ttje referaneoa to several persons named by Kabir 
even about the aaop period, which hsv© rather ercated 

C<MAtd. 
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l0ge£ida that KabiP la iila ohlldlM>od vaa fotaod abd tidoptid 

by iie«rtt Julaha ecwl nis wife lleamâ  tiow doea It prove 

ttiat he vaa a Bvahsuiu or @veu a illadtt t^ birth? The 

]09ettd« are, however, £iot ai i i i i t evea in t^ia eoatsxt 

and thay aooount that Ooaela Aahtha&tattafida (a liUndn 

SalAt, dloolpia of Haaanabda), IcnowlfiC the boya'a reel 

Tlioda orifSxi, tsiifht him aeomtly the fludu Idena* But 

the quaatloa erlsea as to how did the aalnt eoiae to knov 

about It , while It haa already beeii referred la. the 

IeK«xida theaselvee that the eh lid wna nltxiB wheci he wee 

fouE^ by the weaver* If It Is believed that he ml^ht 

have been l&fomed Rft«rwerde, It say be eald that there 

Is DO pMiltlve evldettse even ebout hla bel&f au or{;^8£i. 

What to apeak about his belx^; an lltesltlmate ehild of a 

widow Brahmanl* lu feet , neither Kablr oor hla pareuta 

ever refer:«d to thla« The reaetitiw&t of hla nother for 

hla Indlffereaoe to fanlly KeapotialblXltiea oeeBM to be 

racier BU out eooe of the parental affeotlou* Slallarly, 

oertali^ probUaa in even Identifying the BhaHat 
Kablr. 

1 The orli inal naaea of Kablr *a parenta were *l̂ oor All 
and llaeema, aa la evident from the deserlptlon 
provided by All Harder Jaf arl, j^iblr Banl (?r©f aoe), 
Haoaullffer la of the opinion thai \M weaver's 
orlclnal umm waa Ml but beoauae of hla realdlne 
bealde the water (nlr) he was popularly koown ae 
Klru* See, op, elt»« p. ISt?. 

P. Kieay, op, o l t« , p. P,% nlao Meoaullffe, op, e l t , . 
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Ksblr MOB hlBoeU avaî i of hi& fmsily t«DpO£i«ibilitl^0 

acd VWT^tote enpteamA Vwn tm mmi^ pli!M!*eo Just Iti n 

vny tihleh I0 t ^ part of nu older or auoi;««dliif Btxa. of 

8 fnally, though priKstloally he Mm oot very Giiaa«»re 

to then beefiu0« of hla religious piwoeoapntlotiS, ^aici«a, 

there Is a vetftm attrlbated to hSa ia ti^leh he spertk:s 

<sVs&rly that "be wna a Bmhaan Iji hie previoitf birt̂ n^ 

but ami la re iueamated as a ^ulaha (l .o*, a Hohfian îu^ 

iieaver}^ because he had iiegl0eted "UMB worship of iinwm 

(Has miajaa) ia that lUe,"^ 

Besides, ther» are SONS other oouteiaporAry evideiiees 

whieh brifii about the aî as ooEiOlueiou* Both th& autism 

of Atn«i»Altberi and Dabiatot**i-Mag«hib have referred hla 

as a •Howahid* (!•«•, oemothelst)^* It is to be borw 

S& niiid ^ a t thc$ t^m 'Huwahid* eould ueyer be applied i& 

a perelaa Chxtmlele if he vaa oot origibslly a MuhaoRadan, 

X Qtiotad by viest Cott, op, c i t« . p, ? 

Aaother refei«ziee of the saae lusiture is eobtaiued 
S& the Adi Craftth. Cujarl • ?, where i» speaics thuei 
** ' \^ llMI^Hlmimiig is aea&t ĉ r ei^ste is that of 
fi lie aver." 

^ Alg^l^-tcbari, ed, ?l0Qk, ^ib, I&d,, Caleutta, ?ol« I, 
p, ^aat 0aglstaii«i»Maganib {F*>r8iatt teart,̂  ed, by tiasar 
AehrafI dSil^iitti}^ p « ^ W For l&stetiee the aa^or 
of Dablstaa aocoimts thust 



1^ 

That Kablr wae Q t̂ unmaaadaî  hy blcV^i ie ^Iso evideut 

iroffl the foItovkiK ats^iseuto made l^ sooe oi' tiy? 
1 

eout«aporary saii^tst 

!• It appears frosi the Janan îaiihl that Um^nk ouca 

told Babor that Kablr was a Mtihaaaadaa vem'vt^r^ 

S, RaSaaa Clo Raldaa Ki Ba»l) clearly apaakia of nlm 

a ?{tiBli&i« 

3 . narlbdas (Ut. Oartbdaa Kl ^aal, Parwkh Ko NofJ 

statas that Kabir ŵ rs a saitit and MuhaaMiadaiik 

Ijgr b i r t h . 

4» Sant Tttka Ham also refers him a® a Musi la. 

In the llKht of theee evidenoea i t seeni ubhia. 

torleal to preauae either tiiat Kabir VBB au orphan or 

yiat he wae by orlf Itt a Brahnaa, 

Bow the question arises as to hov a boy of Muslla 

family eould have adopted 1 ^ ^aicti thoufht« vie auov 

These staitae&ts vhleh are eoutaLied lu the Adi Granth 
have already been referred by Coviud Trlfurayat ku 
hl« l^bir Ki Vioherdhara. pp. t - 7 fUK? p« 10. 
For ibsiaoee the ataiemeat of Sa&t Toka Uaa is as 
follows f *̂ ',,f̂  fmj^ jTmrv ^WTT/ * ^ ^mt^, 
*^ 'TUP*/ mt Iff" wrfr 4 ^ ^w ^ *rt"T wv^ ^ ^fn 
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tha t thft ^ftiitl DWveoBiit (at least tbc phnm oi i t ^^hleh 

•oerfed ixider Raa«aaada} M&B I t se l i Ibdepeodent free froa 

m eueh BI^ ?«llflotis irrlp,^ Sloe© t l» baaie eosiccpt 

of I t vas 01 hfivlti^ QO eoiuildterRtlou Jtor OAStĉ  ov 

eoffiDuaitt7y thf'iTe vould ^S'tre be&ju uo pmotloaX dlff leul ty 

S& admittlj;^ Keblr la Sta elrtsl©, whtther h© vas a Hoslla 

or Jiudu, whethf?r oi' hlfh easte or of low. I t la to he 

borne ilk miuA tl^at t^la waa iiot t ^ osae of F^blr alc^je 

but no«t of h i t fcllc»%f • t]:̂ (lVoll•ff8 i&der lUwuiAOda were 

of low eautea* For iustauoe Raldea was e ohamar or 

tosther «orts»rt Salii, a barber; Dhamiflt, a Ja t paaaaut* 

Haxiee, there aeeoa to be no hlator leal value of the peeu-

l i a r atosy goiierally relate^d to Kablr'a it^ltlatlou B& a 
3 

dlaelple of RaaaAmikda, 

I t la atatDd bjr CuDZilĉ rhan that ^ttm oul tural eoaf l te t 
betifeen 'iljc^dulea a&d lalaa led to Vy^ eatabllshaeitt 
of aa tadepecidefit mid ocKftprehenalve aeet hy Ramanfmada 
of Baaarsfl," rijetory of the slteh, Pna ed.^ p . 30, 

For further detnlla of Vwta^ a»i oVuer dlaetplta of 
Ranaaanda, :3ee. 'sjtesoott, o a - e l t . . p* 11? I^ay, op^el t , , 
p . 41 Tara Chaijd, opt o l t t l ' W* 144-4S? Satata g r ^ * ^ 
Mortheaa India, pp, S-s,' ' 

U 
Ity^staik^ that the tradltlotunl atory as to how Kablr 
baeane thr dlaolple of liBomAD^n is ooataioed lu eveu 
t ^ ooutffaporary or oettLeouteiapomsy aoureea llice 
iiabhajl'a maktaala aad Dab la tmt* i«Ma sah lb (F^e-̂ slnu 
Stext, pp. 1'00^?C1); whlsh'i^h6wa h6ia a66ii it^a itioua 
deireloped durliif thoaa days* 
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<5» the o^i#r hand, howev<&r. It ie deeei^ally 

belSdved that Kablr vaa uttaohed to the ^haktl oovejeiit 

alttply tooaoBe he n»d fmw«i. up '*%flth !% bnek grouufJ ol 

aiudu IdesQ ICi ; i« mlad," But, md m been ai fee ted 

t^ th& Hliidu ideaa tliei^ would fie'v® beeii liO elsah 

between hin a&d hi« fellov bojrs nud Inter betwe^u nia 

A&d th® riBllfflous au^M>ritS&8 of both the aajor eeiD8iUi«lt. 

See* It l8 Sutaresttur to £iot& thnt the ple@ vhioh Vm 

people took, while eoaplniali^f fkfmtu&X, Ksblr to stkaitrlf!!? 

lodi, w«3 thst he had eo led people n̂ jtrr̂ y e l l oirer the 

eltor that those who peld hoed to whst he eeid seaeiiied 

nelthev Hlodue nor Hueeliieue,**^ Of eourae, there al«ht 

hê re been the lapaot of tht sltuettoa nod t!«> elveune. 

teneee pxevailing durlog thoee daya iu T̂ nuetras on the 

developaeut of lOiblr'a thought, but our eubalAaSou la that 

this wno not the whole of It* Keblr wne the pc»reon who 

wee witoaeelng the extteae aefeoerfitiou of tfie eoelety « 

erouDd him, Vfe know that lueplte of the best efforts ouide 

by both the aajor oootttKiltlea, the rellgioue friction 

xeiaalned alive* Bee Idee, the oooauual feellnge, raolal 

X HaeauXlffe, op» e l t . . p* lP4f nl&o iQawy, op. clt*« 
pp, PP - ?>9. - w — * 

P Mfloauliffe, op* e l t , . p« I3f?. 




